
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
WYCOMBE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ASSOCIATION 

MONDAY 3rd April 2017 
CHURCH OF CHRIST THE SAVIOUR KING, BOOKER, HP12 4TJ 

 
Attendees: Committee – Chair: S Jones, G Pegg (Dir. of Ops.), I Burrell (Treasurer), D Meredith, D Gresswell. 

(Minutes Sec.) 
 

Approximately 35 Neighbourhood Watch members were present in the audience. 
 
Chairman’s Introduction 

Stan Jones welcomed those attending. He was particularly pleased to have C.I. Graham Hadley and PC Lee 
Turnham from Thames Valley Police as our guest speakers.  For operational reasons, they would address the 
meeting before the formal business of the AGM so that they could leave.  Stan noted the significant move away 
from acquisitive crime towards ‘Cons & Scams’ – the latter almost certainly being under-reported.  Much of this 
‘cyber fraud’ was conducted from abroad when the chances of identifying and prosecuting the perpetrator were 
very low.  We all need to be aware of this type of crime and protect our ‘vulnerable’ neighbours wherever possible. 
 
Guest Speakers 
Chief Inspector Graham Hadley – ‘Policing in the future – the new local operating model’ 
CI Hadley (ex-Hampshire) opened by thanking the Association for this opportunity to address the meeting.  He 
acknowledged the topic of ‘Cons & Scams’ that had been due for presentation by Chis Holdem and agreed that 
whilst this type of crime was less ‘visible’ to the community, it was nevertheless very damaging, both materially 
and psychologically to the victims.  The whole area of ‘Cyber Crime’ was a growing area of concern and we 
needed a strategy to identify and protect the vulnerable in our society.  The Street Association in Hughenden 
Parish was a good example of how the message could be spread and the profile of this type of crime elevated. 
 
Regarding Policing and the future, this new policing model would be introduced from June 1

st
.  Outside ‘The Met 

Police’, the Thames Valley was the largest policing area.  It was essential to use modern technology to build on 
traditional policing resources to make the process more ‘scientific’ and more effective in tackling the newer sorts 
of crimes.  Traditional shift working would be replaced by allocating resources to deal with peak demands during 
the more ‘social’ hours, which would increase police visibility, a key public concern.  Officers would be less 
‘specialist’ and trained to be able to deal with the many different operational tasks.  Certain specific roles - eg. 
Community Diversity Office - would be retained, and there would be an ongoing review of the effectiveness of the 
new model, taking due account of feedback from the community.  He then asked for questions from the floor: 
 
Q. Use of Body-cams?  Yes - They would be used by officers but not PCSO’s at present.  They were good for 

evidence gathering and often helped to de-escalate a confrontational situation.  Officers would have an ‘Integrated 
IT kit’ for pooling information ‘on the hoof’, thus reducing the amount of paperwork back in the office. 
Q. what about ‘Cons & Scams’?  This is a very specialist area dealt with by Action Fraud and the Serious Fraud 
Office. 
Q. Support to NHWatch?  Community Policing was still supported and there would still be Urban and Rural 
Inspectors and Sergeants who would continue to work with us. 
Q. Role of the PCC?  It was reassuring to note that the priorities set by our PCC were aligned with policing 
targets. 
 
PC Lee Turnham – TVPolice – Speed Enforcement 

PC Turnham spoke about Community Speed Watch (CSW), an initiative involving local volunteers giving 1 hour a 
month to participate in roadside speed monitoring.  The objective was to educate the motorist to observe legal 
speed limits with ‘Warning’ letters being sent to motorists exceeding the statutory speed limits.  We ALL speed at 
some time!  Does it work? Definitely!  Statistics show a marked reduction in speed violation in the Wycombe Rural 
areas as a result of CSW, with a lower number of letters issued 2016 v 2015, even though CSW activities have 
increased.  The protocols behind CSW are substantial, especially regarding roadside safety of personnel (1 officer 
and 2/3 volunteers).  150 metres of straight road are also necessary.  Hughenden Parish now have their own 
CSW equipment.  CSW is often followed by installation of MVAS (Moveable Vehicle Activated Signs) to monitor 
‘hotspots’ identified by CSW.  Newer signs are YISI’s (Your Indicated Speed Is).  Police access to various 
databases often allows any ‘Warning’ letter to include reminders about imminent MOT and insurance issues.  
Data from CSW is available for inclusion in Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) and other community newsletters. 
 

Minutes of the 2015 AGM 
Apologies: had been received from Bill Potts, Selina Jackson, Roy Craig Mohammed Hanif, Rafiq Raja, Keith 

Banner, Bettina Gothard, Margaret Hearn, David & Christine Rouse.  
 



 

 

The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 19
th
 April 2016 were distributed to those attending.  There were no 

matters arising. 
 
Report of the work done by the Association in 2016 
Geoff Pegg summarised the activities of the Association during 2016.  Whilst he had reduced somewhat his 
personal involvement, there was still regular communication with the community via Newsletters, Thames Valley 
Alerts, the Association’s website and Twitter.  Our website now carried numerous useful links on the topic of ‘Cons 
& Scams’.  Approx. 50% of current crime is fraud.  Various crime prevention meetings had been either arranged 
by, or supported by the Association, and as in the past, several table-top events had been held at local 
supermarkets where information leaflets are made available to the public, and inexpensive safety and security 
products sold. 
 

Contact with the three main mosques had been maintained although a permanent representative from the Muslim 
community on the WDNHWA Committee had not been achieved.  Geoff had been interviewed live on a number of 
occasions on Awaaz Radio, Marlow FM, and Wycombe Sound, all of which are local broadcasting stations in the 
High Wycombe area. 
 

There has been participation in and attendance as a Committee member at Thames Valley NHWatch Association 
events.  Considerable assistance has been given to Thames Valley police, to help resolve the many database and 
communication issues associated with the TVAlerts system.  Approx. 90% of TVAlerts were now received by 
members using e-mail. 
 

Whilst the Association continued to be largely self-funding by the sale of good value security products, some 
additional funds had been received from the Midcounties Co-op and A-Plan Insurance brokers, who were now 
‘sponsors’ of the Association.  These extra funds were used to purchase street signs and some specific leaflets.   
 

In 2016, 17 new schemes were started involving 24 co-ordinators.  The Association continues to support 650 
schemes throughout the district with 1,150 co-ordinators and has roughly doubled the coverage over the last 13-
14 years, currently representing approx. 25,000 households.  Schemes have been established with four 
retirement homes and Stokenchurch Health Centre, and support to those with dementia is seen as very important. 
 
He concluded by recognising the significant support given to the Association by Val Letheren in her role as 
President over the last 10 years. The Association wished her well in her move from the area. 
 

Consideration of the audited accounts for the year ended 31
st

 December 2016 
The audited accounts had been made available to everyone attending the meeting, and were briefly commented 
upon by Treasurer, Ian Burrell.  There were no questions from the floor. 
Proposed for adoption:  Val Letheren 
Seconded by:   Brian Spraggon 
Carried:                                       Nem con. 
 

Appointment of an Auditor 

Jennie Evans was prepared to continue as auditor.  Proposed for adoption:         Geoff Pegg 
Seconded by:            Ian Burrell 
Carried:              Nem con. 

 

Election of members of the Committee of the Association 

The election was agreed to be carried out en-bloc. Details of current members, who offered to stand again, were 
available prior to the meeting. 

Proposed for adoption:       Val Letheren 
Seconded by:        Robert Frost 
Carried:                                                 Nem con. 

 
Election of Officers of the Committee of the Association 

The election of officers, S Jones (Chair), G Pegg (DofO) and I Burrell (Treasurer) was agreed to be carried out en-
bloc. 

Proposed for adoption:             Ray Cox 
Seconded by:      Eric Hambling 
Carried:                                                 Nem con. 

 

Any Other Business 

Val Letheren concluded the meeting by formally thanking Geoff Pegg and all the Committee members for their 
continuing support to NHWatch the value of which is recognised by our PCC and the community at large. 
 
The formal affairs of the AGM were concluded and the meeting ended at 20.52 


