
 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF WYCOMBE 

DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ASSOCIATION 

BY ZOOM FROM 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY, 26TH APRIL 2022. 

 

 

- The Chairman welcomed Supt. Emma Burroughs, TVP;  Heather Morley 

and Brian Hill, P.Risborough NHW. 

 

- Attendees: Committee Members – Jennifer Swallow, Caterina Dodero, 

Geoff Pegg, Ian Burrell, Ray Cox, Eric Hambling and Stan Jones plus 

others totalling 18 people. 

 

- Apologies for absence: Val McPherson, Robert Frost and Brian 

Spraggon. 

 

Chairman’s Introduction:  

Another year of struggling to carry on during the pandemic, however we have 

tried to operate as well as possible thanks to Geoff Pegg's efforts, and, as Ian 

Burrell will describe later, we are continuing to raise enough money to support 

our activities.  

It has again been difficult to continue our normal operations such as having 

tables outside shops, at events or outside mosques, however recently we have 

restarted these. We have also joined with the police with their pop-up police 

stations. We have continued having virtual meetings, such as the seminars 

organised by Ray Cox, and further developed our Facebook and Instagram 

websites. Wycombe is running a trial of National's Community Safety Charter 

Initiative. It covers organisations asking them to pledge to fight harassment and 

intimidation. I can provide further information if you are interested in spreading 

the word. NHW members have continued to be very active supporting their 

vulnerable neighbours throughout the pandemic, doing shopping and 

transporting those less mobile. 

Some of the types of crimes we face are continually changing, particularly cons 

and scams by telephone, mail and e-mail. The fraudsters invent new schemes 

daily and are becoming more realistic and less easy to detect, mimicking well 

known web sites. Much advice is available such as on NHW websites, Trading 

Standards and others. You should use the stickers that tell unwanted callers you 



 

 

not to buy at the door or remind you to take care on your phone or laptop. Have 

nothing to do with anything you don’t recognise, no matter how attractive it 

appears. 

Drug dealing continues to be a crime that doesn't seem to diminish, either in 

towns or the countryside, particularly with the county lines organisations. There 

are also specialised crimes that are current such as stealing cars with keyless 

fobs from drives or stealing the very valuable catalytic converters from them, 

but there are steps you can take to minimise the risk of you being the next target 

available on various websites. 

Always report any suspicious activity to the police, all of which builds up a 

picture of potential crime. You might not get a response to every report, but that 

doesn't indicate a lack of interest and you and your neighbours should keep 

reporting so the police can assess the regularity of the suspicious activity. 

The main aim of NHW is to let you and your neighbours feel safe in your 

neighbourhood and in your home. 

 

 Minutes of the last AGM: Accepted with no comments. 

 

Report of the work done by the Association during 2021: This is posted 

on the website. Geoff Pegg, Operations Director, highlighted some items. 

There had been 9 crime prevention presentations, 3 general Zoom 

seminars,14 live radio interviews, 10 table displays outside mosques and 

shops. There had been 7 meetings with Insp. Steve Bobbett, to maximise 

our cooperation. It has been difficult to start new schemes in the 

lockdown but 13 have been started with19 coordinators. 

 

- The audited accounts for the year ended 31st December 2021: These are 

posted on the website. The Treasurer, Ian Burrell, said that the finances 

remain healthy on a par with previous years despite the pandemic, by 

focussing on mailable items such as card defenders. A list of products is 

on the website. David Rouse was thanks for auditing the accounts and 

was voted as auditor for next year by a show of hands. 

 

- Election of members of the committee:  

Voting results: Total voting was 23. 

Election of members of the committee of the Association – the existing 

 committee namely Caterina Dodaro, Jennifer Swallow, Ray Cox, Eric    

Hambling, Ian Burrell, Shafait Ali, Bill Potts, Geoff Pegg and Stan Jones  

were elected unopposed. 

 

Election of officers of the Association – Stan Jones, Geoff Pegg and Ian     

Burrell were elected unopposed. 

 

- Any other business : None 



 

 

 

Following the conclusion of the official business of the Annual General 

Meeting the chairman closed the meeting. 

  

The presentations of our two speakers can be found on our website, so below 

are short summaries.  

He welcomed our first speaker, Superintendent Emma Burroughs, Commander 

of the Wycombe Local Police Area. She described crime numbers and the four 

priorities of Rural crime, Open space drug dealing, Violence against women and 

children and Fraud. She also described the amalgamation of the Wycombe and 

South Chilterns Local Police Areas. While there will be more officers in the 

future, because of training etc it will be a couple of months before the uplift will 

be noticeable. Following a question Emma reinforced the need for everyone to 

report suspicious activities, even if there was no direct feedback from the police 

as all information goes into the databank to build a picture of potential crimes. It 

also helps them obtain warrants as magistrates sometimes require corroboration 

from more than one source. 

Stan then asked Heather Morley to present her talk on "High Wycombe, where 

creativity meets opportunity”. She said the Forum's role was to boost the 

economy after covid. She covered the businesses operating here from 1600 to 

the present, indicating Wycombe is the entrepreneurial heart of Britain. We 

have leading educational facilities giving new generations a great foundation. 

She concluded by asking for volunteers to help achieve the goal to make 

Wycombe a safe, friendly and attractive town. 

 

The Chairman thanked Emma and Heather for their very interesting 

contributions, everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 

 


